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ADVERTISEMENTS

Restaurant of the Week: Toast
Former porn site takes a tastier turn
BY AUDREY VAN BUSKIRK
The Portland Tribune, Dec 7, 2007

Some might say
Portland needs another
crowded brunch spot
about as much as it
needs another adult
entertainment venue,
but the neighbors
around Southeast 52nd
Avenue and Steele Street
seem pretty pleased with
the transformation of
Angie’s Bad Ass Video
into Toast.

The brunch lovers amass
early at the airy, modernly
designed spot. Many greet
servers as repeat customers,
good-naturedly grousing
about the wait while
helping themselves to the
coffee positioned smartly
next to the sign-in sheet.

There’s quite a bit of
bar seating, which is a
nice option if you’re
disinclined to sit near the
children who populate
many of the tables at this
kid-friendly
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establishment (one
elderly woman looked
positively horrified by the
display of young people’s
table “manners”).

The staff, on the other hand, couldn’t be more welcoming. Chef-owner
Donald Kotler, a longtime neighborhood resident who opened the
restaurant in August, is the picture of hands-on.

He has 2-month-old baby Gretchen at home; despite that, he’s
remarkably alert and aware of customers’ needs. One welcome touch is the
casual amuse-bouche served at both dinner (a dollop of chicken salad) and
brunch (cubes of flaky raspberry scone).

I’m not a fan of cutesy menu names (does anyone really want to ask their
waiter, “Do you recommend the Benedict Oh, or the Population 17?”), but
my 7-year-old liked ordering the Truck Stop, a pan-seared hanger steak,
served sliced into pink medallions, with a lacy potato pancake and two eggs
on the side. He inhaled it in about as much time as a NASCAR pit stop.

The Golden Pig pairs thick strips of pork belly (basically bacon on
steroids) with rich eggs scrambled with crème fraîche, all arrayed over a
hefty slice of house-made toasted bread.
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