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Restaurant of the Week: Toast

Former porn site takes a tastier turn

BY AUDREY VAN BUSKIRK
The Portland Tribune, Dec 7, 2007

10/21/09 3:43 PM
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YOUR TOWN. YOUR PAPER.

Some might say
Portland needs another
crowded brunch spot
about as much as it
needs another adult
entertainment venue,
but the neighbors
around Southeast 52nd
Avenue and Steele Street
seem pretty pleased with
the transformation of
Angie’s Bad Ass Video
into Toast.

The brunch lovers amass
early at the airy, modernly
designed spot. Many greet
servers as repeat customers,
good-naturedly grousing

The Benedict
Oh tweaks the
classic with
kale,
homemade
English muffins,
sausage and
hollandaise
sauce.

KATIE HARTLEY
/ TRIBUNE
PHOTO
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about the wait while

is open for Spring Family Fun!

helping themselves to the
coffee positioned smartly
next to the sign-in sheet.

There’s quite a bit of
bar seating, which is a
nice option if you're

disinclined to sit near the e v, Yoy
children who populate o ’;’“r b A‘

many of the tables at this

kid-friendly Amusement
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establishment (one
elderly woman looked G o A L
positively horrified by the

display of young people’s
table “manners”).

The staff, on the other hand, couldn’t be more welcoming. Chef-owner
Donald Kotler, a longtime neighborhood resident who opened the
restaurant in August, is the picture of hands-on.

He has 2-month-old baby Gretchen at home; despite that, he’s
remarkably alert and aware of customers’ needs. One welcome touch is the
casual amuse-bouche served at both dinner (a dollop of chicken salad) and
brunch (cubes of flaky raspberry scone).

I'm not a fan of cutesy menu names (does anyone really want to ask their
waiter, “Do you recommend the Benedict Oh, or the Population 17?”), but
my 7-year-old liked ordering the Truck Stop, a pan-seared hanger steak,
served sliced into pink medallions, with a lacy potato pancake and two eggs
on the side. He inhaled it in about as much time as a NASCAR pit stop.

I ' " ' The Golden Pig pairs thick strips of pork belly (basically bacon on
Get Sneak Peek steroids) with rich eggs scrambled with creme fraiche, all arrayed over a
ialdintaabibdidll hefty slice of house-made toasted bread.

Features columns

Barbara 1| 2 Next Page >>
g entree
[RSS
Facebook = Digg w" Del.icio.us
Thiﬁg&ﬂznd Eg Newsvine SV Stumbleupon ?5 Reddit
Featged Asia Pacific Disaster ResponseCan you help?
. T
of our team are nationals of
members the countries
1 s in which they work
PortlandTribune
Find a paper

Enter a street name
or a 5 digit zip code

Mailing List

< DreamHost

USE PROMO CODE

“TRIB5@”
FOR A SO% NTSC

» JOIN NOW

& SafeSubscribes"!

http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200 Page 2 of 4


http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200
http://digg.com/submit?url=portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200&title=Restaurant+of+the+Week%3A+Toast&bodytext=Some+might+say+Portland+needs+another+crowded+brunch+spot+about+as+much+as+it+needs+another+adult+entertainment+venue%2C+but+the+neighbors+around+Southeast+52nd+Avenue+and+Steele+Street+seem+pretty+pleased+with+the+transformation+of+Angie%26%238217%3Bs+Bad+Ass+Video+into+Toast.%0AThe+brunch+lovers+amass+&media=news
http://del.icio.us/post
javascript:void(0)
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200&title=Restaurant+of+the+Week%3A+Toast
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200&title=Restaurant+of+the+Week%3A+Toast
http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/story_2nd.php?story_id=119696466393875200
http://www.mercycorps.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Tribune/89942648552?v=wall
http://twitter.com/ThePortlandTrib
http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/column.php?writer=Barbara%20Ashmun
http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/ashmun_rss_feed.php
http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/rss_feed.php
http://www.portlandtribune.com/news/index.php
http://www.portlandtribune.com/forms/joinourmailinglist.php
http://network.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/portlandtribune/ros/120x600/1834entmennwssptwmn/ss/a/L15/523792330/x08/USNetwork/DEF2002020001_23_Livestrong_CDN/LAF_120x600_ONEGOAL.gif_2.html/54476e4e773066692f474141426a4273?523792330
http://www.portlandtribune.com/entree/index.php
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?473424

Restaurant of the Week: Toast 10/21/09 3:43 PM

| FWEY P o wiw s

: EFO\')( e

HIGH
DESERT
GETAWAY

Copyright 2009 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR 97222 « 503-226-6397
Pamplin Media Group  Privacy Policy

Our Portland search engine optimization & Portland web design teams conduct Internet marketing services to
providers of Portland pest control , real estate IRA and Portland florists
Search engine marketing, website templates, portland web design and website promotion by Webfu //

503.381.5553

New down and fleece north face jackets. The largest selection of North Face Jackets available online. Free shipping
on orders over $40.00

See the latest styles of ski jackets and backpacks from The North Face
Mystery/adventure novels with a SciFi twist! Visit www.SeedsOfCivilization.com
Appliance Repair Chiropractors Electric Contractors Physician & Surgeons

http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200 Page 3 of 4


http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/household-appliances/portland/or/s-15-1-260
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/chiropractors/portland/or/s-15-1-730
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/electric-contractors/portland/or/s-15-1-907
https://pamplinmediagroup.securesites.com/subscribe.php?newspaper=The%20Portland%20Tribune
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?473424
http://pamplinmediagroup.com/publications/FirstTimeBuyers/
http://pamplinmediagroup.com/publications/greenline/
http://portlandtribune.com/forms/highdesertgetaway_form.php
http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/privacy.php
http://www.webdesignforseo.com/
http://www.synotac.com/
http://www.alphaecological.com/
http://www.ira123.com/
http://www.broadwayfloral.com/
http://www.webfu-design.com/
http://www.intermountaintraders.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/north-face.html
http://www.SeedsOfCivilization.com/
http://www.mamishoy.com/

Restaurant of the Week: Toast 10/21/09 3:43 PM

Car Dealers Computer Repair Golf Plumbers

Car Repair Contractors Hotels Restaurants
Carpet Cleaners Dentists Landscapers Salons

Child Care Dry Cleaners Lawn Maintenance Full Directory

Click here to search our Local Business Directory.

http://www.portlandtribune.com/features/story.php?story_id=119696466393875200 Page 4 of 4


http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/child-care-services/portland/or/s-15-1-721
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/computer-repair/portland/or/s-15-1-865
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/dentists/portland/or/s-15-1-1012
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/cleaners/portland/or/s-15-1-788
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/golf/portland/or/s-15-1-1395
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/landscape-contractors/portland/or/s-15-1-1714
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/plumbing-contractors/portland/or/s-15-1-2296
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/american-restaurants/portland/or/s-15-1-2
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/n/beauty-salons/portland/or/s-15-1-476
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/yellow-pages/portland/or
http://mojo.portlandtribune.com/yellow-pages/portland/or

